
University of Arizona Applied Research Corporation (UA-ARC) welcomes UA-ARC DoD 
SkillBridge Gateway Intern, Lieutenant Anca Selariu, PhD, Microbiologist, USN Medical Service 
Corps. 
 
LT Selariu is an Active-Duty Naval Officer Stationed at Navy Environmental and Preventive 
Medicine Unit Five, Naval Base San Diego, CA. She has been in service with the US Navy for 
three years as part of the Forward Deployed Preventive Medicine Unit 4. She spent one year at 
sea, as Microbiology Lead for COVID-19 Response Team supporting the USNS Mercy 
Humanitarian Mission in March 2020 and Carrier Strike Group 11 deployment from May 2020 
through March 2021.  
Prior to her Navy career, LT Selariu received her PhD in Integrative Biomedical Sciences at 
Rutgers University in NJ after gaining two Bachelor of Science degrees in Biochemistry and 
Philology, respectively. She is pursuing the Experience Track at UA-ARC to explore research 
opportunities with NASA after her separation. 
We interviewed LT Selariu about her UA-ARC experience: 
 
UA-ARC: Tell us about yourself; who is Anca Selariu? 
I am primarily an abstract thinker who has always been curious about how living things evolve, 
from atoms to ideas. Sciences are my playground, where I can imagine ways to stretch the 
realm of biological possibilities for the purpose of curing diseases, changing cultures or 
terraforming Mars.  
I was born in Romania while it was still a communist country. I witnessed the revolution wave 
that brought down communism in Eastern Europe in 1989, and learned as a child the value and 
the price of freedom. I came to the US under an A1 visa to continue my pursuit of knowledge as 
a career. I came here by myself, with a half-filled suitcase containing all my earthly belongings 
but with a heart full of hope. True to its “land of opportunity” reputation, it opened possibilities 
for me wherever I searched. Becoming a Naval officer and serving in the military was my way of 
showing gratitude. I want to transition into the Naval Reserves at this time so that I may 
dedicate more of my time to creating solutions for NASA astronauts preparing for the journey 
to Mars. 
 
UA-ARC: How did you find us? 
During my transition counseling, I learned about the DoD SkillBridge program intended to 
benefit those separating or retiring from the military in order to reintegrate with the civilian 
workforce. I had little hope to find an internship in my very niche area of interest, i.e., NASA 
biomedical research, but UA-ARC proved to be precisely what I needed. I reached out to inquire 
how to become an intern in the Experience Track, and received almost instantaneous advice 
and instructions on how to apply. I was very grateful to be accepted in the program, and now, 
under the mentorship of Mr. Patrick Kerr, Vice President, Hypersonic Research and Technology 
Development, and the tireless guidance of Ms. Georgine Speranzo, Executive Assistant, I am a 
Designated Campus Colleague working on a NASA funded project that investigates space 
radiation and viral reactivation in astronauts in Dr. Richard Simpson’s laboratory at UA College 
of Medicine. 
 



UA-ARC: What did you expect from UA-ARC and how were your expectations met? 
UA-ARC has exceeded my expectations so much I am eternally in awe. I expected to have to 
figure out a lot on my own but I was provided very clear and thorough advice almost as soon as 
I finished pressing “send” on my emails. My mentor is constantly providing input and looks out 
for new opportunities for me. Even though I am the only biomedical PhD to intern at UA-ARC to 
this date, they find information highly pertinent to my needs and interests, demonstrating that 
they truly focus on the individual and that they will do everything in their power to ensure a 
successful outcome and a rewarding career to all their graduates.  
 
UA-ARC: What advice do you have for future interns? 
Plan ahead, be proactive, work hard, understand the logistics of your transition, take full 
advantage of the resources offered, and have fun! 


